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Powell-Cotton Museum receives £1.1m grant from the
Department for Culture, Media, and Sport, MEND fund.

The Powell-Cotton Museum has been awarded a grant of £1.1 million from the Department for
Culture, Media and Sport MEND fund, which is administered by Arts Council England. This
funding will be utilised to replace the roof and address maintenance backlogs within the
museum. This significant investment will ensure the preservation and upkeep of the museum's
historical artifacts for future generations to enjoy.

The conditions inside of the museum are not suitable for long term storage of collections due
to constant leaks and water intrusion. Since 2021, the museum team has struggled with a
collections care crisis. Part of the stored collections have been moved to an alternative storage
at high cost. The roof has been patch-repaired for many years, but it is clear the roof has
reached the end of its useful life and needs to be replaced. Visitors will have seen taxidermy
specimens wearing plastic sheets as ‘raincoats’ and items removed from display in order to
protect them.

All efforts will be made to keep the museum as open to the public as possible throughout these
works, however, this will be dependent on variables outside of the museum’s control.
Therefore, the museum will continue to share information about this project through its
website, social channels, local print publications and news outlets as the works progress. The
museum does not anticipate any access problems to Quex House and Gardens and we will
continue to operate our visitor experience as normally as possible.

Nigel Lewis, CEO, Powell-Cotton Museum says:

“This grant will allow us to replace the old leaking roof on the museum building which will
protect and preserve the collection for decades to come. Whilst there will be some disruption
during the works this year and next year, we will endeavour to ensure as much of the museum
remains open and that our visitors continue to have a great experience. We are so grateful and
excited to receive this funding from Arts Council England.”
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Clare Valentine, Chair of Trustees, Powell-Cotton Trust says:

“This grant from Arts Council England is so significant and transformational for the Powell-
Cotton Museum. For years we have struggled to halt the water ingress into the building which
creates damp and wet conditions, damaging the artifacts and displays due to the water,
associated damp and mould. Replacing the complete museum roof will dramatically improve
the conditions within the museum and allow us to repair the internal damaged caused by the
leaks and in so doing improve the visitor experience.”

The Museum would like to thank the project team including MacConvilles Chartered Surveyors,
Lee Evans Partnership Architects and Caroline Taylor Consulting for their hard work and
expertise in preparing the design of this project.

Works are scheduled to begin on site during the summer of 2024, with a winter break before
continuing into Spring 2025. These repairs will ensure the long-term future of the museum
building as a suitable location to house unique collections which hold huge value to

communities located both near and far from the museum.

The Department for Culture, Media and Sport funds MEND which is administered by Arts
Council England.
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Museum Opening Times:
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Museum and Gardens: Weekends and Bank Holidays. 10" Feb-March 11-3pm, April-August, 11-
4pm, September-1** November, 11-3pm.

Access to Quex House is by free guided tour with standard entry for the museum. Tours will
take place throughout the day. Please note Quex House is occasionally closed on wedding days.
See website for dates.

Pre-booked school and group visits are available seven day a week.
Prices:

Adult: £4.00
Concession: £3.50
Child (4-16): £3.00
Infant (0-3): Free

Notes to Editors:

e The Powell-Cotton Museum is home to some of the worlds’ oldest intact habitat
dioramas, the oldest of which (the Kashmir Diorama) was completed in 1910. Today,
the Museum’s collection includes over 20,000 world culture objects; 6500 mammal
specimens; fine and decorative arts from across Asia; approximately 8,000
archaeological finds from the Thanet coastline, and an archive of supportive material
including over 30,000 photographs and 40,000 documents.

¢ The Powell-Cotton Museum supports and welcomes the use of its collections for
research purposes. Please contact collections@powell-cottonmuseum.org to enquire.

e Opening Times and Admission The Powell-Cotton Museum, Quex House and Gardens
are seasonally open on weekends and bank holidays until 15 November 2024.

e Access The Museum, Gardens and ground floor of the house are wheelchair and
pushchair friendly, with one accessible toilet. Complimentary on-site parking is
available for visitors, including two dedicated disabled bays.
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https://www.accessibilityguides.org/content/powell-cotton-museum-house-and-
gardens

e Travel Powell-Cotton Museum, Quex Park, Park Lane, Birchington-on-Sea, Kent CT7
OBH.
It can be reached easily by train from London St Pancras or London Victoria to
Birchington-On-Sea.
Thanet's number 8 bus serves Birchington Square. The walk along Park Lane and into
Quex Park takes under 10 minutes.
From London take the M2, or from Canterbury the A28, and follow the signs for
‘Margate’ and then local signs to ‘Quex Park’.

e Please direct general press enquires FAO: Lyndsay Ridley, Head of Operations at the
Powell-Cotton Museum. lyndsay.ridley@powell-cottonmuseum.org
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